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(1) Liesbeth Hermans & Maurice Vergeer (2009): Internet in the daily life of journalists:
Explaining the use of the internet by work-related characteristics and professional
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The Gatekeeping function: Distributions of information in media and the
real world.
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Abstract

The study aims to identify Palestinian news websites communicator
role in the issues of citizenship in Palestine through conducting a field study
on a sample of Palestinian news websites communicators. However, some
communicators answer the questions regarding to the influential factors on
building news websites agenda, their issues of interest and the sources on
which they depend in their coverage of citizenship issues.

Moreover, It has also been an analytical study on a number of
Palestinian news websites in order to identify issues related to citizenship in
terms of quality, trends, issues and location. Furthermore, the possibility to
display citizenship issue in terms of form, interactive possibilities,
photographs and multimedia subjects.

The study was based on both field and analytical survey and also the
sample of study consists of (54) communicators on news websites. The
analytical samples of study were the website of (WAFA) Palestinian news
Agency, MAAN News Agency, Palestine Press News Agency and Paltime
News Agency.

The researcher has used newspaper survey in order to collect data from
communicators. Meanwhile, the researcher has also used content analysis
form for the aim of analyzing the issues of citizenship in Palestinian news
websites.

In order to analyze the data of the study, the researcher has used the
following statistical methods in discussing and analyzing the results such as
duplicates, averages, standard deviations, percentages, Pearson correlation
coefficient, Cronbach's alpha coefficient and (SPSS) program.

The study results:

1- Communicators see that the most important reasons for follow-up news
websites is the swiftness in posting news and events on an average of
(34.54%) because it gives live coverage for the events by (22.7%), and
provides greater, depth and wider coverage by (14.5%).

2- All communicators confirm their commitment through news editorial
policy of the website who work in it, and all of them have confirmed that
there is a consensus among their own intellectual trends and the editorial
policy of the websites where they work.

3- (62.96%) communicators sample confirm that Palestinian political
situation has always affected in addressing the issues of citizenship while
(37.03%) communicators believe that it sometimes affects.

4- Communicators confirm that they focus first on political participation
(18.5%), then on the issues of public freedom (16.3%), and lastly on
citizen basic rights (14%).
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5-

6-

7-

O-

Communicators confirm that the most important factors affecting on them
in building citizenship issues agenda are the prevailing political system
(18.5%), society's values and customs (17.5%) and editorial policy
(14.9%).

Communicators confirm that homeland loyalty and values are the first
thing in their interest (19.2%), then the values of reconciliation (15.9%),
and finally the values of social justice (14.3%).

(72.3%) of communicators confirm that they are permanently interested in
covering citizenship issues on an average of (27.7%), and the rate of
communicators in daily writing is (37%). Furthermore, (25%) of
communicators emphasize their only dependence on the news as one of the
press tools, (27.13%) of communicators confirm that they are giving
evidence and persuasive arguments as methods in coverage while
(22.48%) offer statistics.

The news websites coverage for citizenship issues has reached (1,708)
article from the general coverage of events which reached up to (3,174)
article by (53.81%).

Political topics occupied top class among the topics (48.9%),and then
security issues (16.92%).

10- The study results confirm that the role of geographical location was

(51.8%) in West Bank, (21.5%) in Gaza Strip, (12.8%) in Palestinian
Diaspora, (7.2%) in Jerusalem and (6.85%) in Arab citizens of Israel.

11- Some news websites depend on lIsraeli resources as one of the foreign

media source categories relating to citizenship issues (60.5%) while other
websites rely on the website editor (82.2%), the reporter (8%) and the
author of the article (6.9%).
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